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Fall 2021 Mitigation Update

The safety of our staff and students remains our priority while maintaining the highest quality of
education for our students. Mitigation measures against COVID-19 are an essential component
to keep our staff and students safe and create a healthy learning environment. City Schools of
Decatur will implement the multi-layered mitigation strategies which are briefly described below.

City Schools of Decatur is utilizing strategies based on guidance provided from The Center for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the GA Department of Health (DPH). CSD also
consulted with a team of medical and health care professionals who are familiar with our CSD
community.  At this time the CDC has not yet released updated guidance for the 2021-2022
school year.  As new guidance is released,  CSD will review and update our strategies as
appropriate. CSD will communicate and implement such changes in a way that is mindful of our
community understanding the need for timeliness to make adjustments.

The full educational impact from the pandemic is still being identified, but we do know that
learning loss was significant. We also know that keeping students in school for as much
in-person instruction is essential to recoup learning loss and to provide needed social and
emotional support for our students. For this reason, the CSD mitigation plan will closely align
with the main recommendation from the CDC, however, a few modifications have been made to
minimize disruption to our students’ learning.

For more specific details, please refer to our CSPC manual for the 2021-2022 academic year.
The information in this document is a summary of the changes to CSD’s previous procedures
and rationale for why these changes are being implemented.

CSD’s Multi-layered Mitigation Strategies:
The CDC states that regardless of the level of community transmission, it is critical that schools
use and layer prevention strategies. CSD identifies seven key prevention strategies for safe
delivery of in-person instruction and to help prevent COVID-19 transmission in schools:

1. Vaccination
2. Universal and correct use of masks
3. Physical distancing
4. Handwashing and respiratory etiquette
5. Cleaning and maintaining healthy facilities
6. Contact tracing in combination with isolation and quarantine
7. Ventilation

https://news.gsu.edu/2021/05/13/pandemic-impact-student-acheivement-metro-atlanta-schools/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/operation-strategy.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/cloth-face-cover.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/social-distancing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/when-how-handwashing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/clean-disinfect/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/open-america/contact-tracing-resources.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/ventilation.html
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The CDC also identified that schools providing in-person instruction should prioritize two
prevention strategies in their guidance for the 2020-2021 school year:

1. Universal and correct use of masks should be required
2. Physical distancing should be maximized to the greatest extent possible.

The CDC continues to explain that all prevention strategies provide some level of protection,
and layered strategies implemented at the same time provide the greatest level of protection.
The CDC further states that schools should adopt prevention strategies to the largest
extent practical—a layered approach is essential.

City Schools of Decatur will continue with all of these mitigation strategies for the 2021-22
academic year with adjustments to the following:

2 Page Summary of 2021-2022 Mitigation Strategies

1. Masking:
a. Mandatory masking for all staff and students in all CSD Schools.
b. When outdoors and appropriate physical distancing cannot be maintained,

masks are strongly encouraged.
c. Fully vaccinated staff do not have to wear a mask while at the Wilson Center or

our Kentucky and Talley Street Facilities Buildings.
d. During phonics instruction, fully vaccinated staff may remove their masks.

2. Maximizing Physical distancing: To provide equitable education and opportunities for all,
based on experiences in school settings, we are amending the recommended physical
separation between people from 6’ to 3’ within the classroom. Three feet of separation is
the accepted distance to reduce SARS-CoV-2 transmission by the World Health
Organization and the CDC. However, based on CDC guidance, a physical distance of
less than 6 feet will be the distance metric used to define an exposure.

3. Quarantine and Isolation: Asymptomatic, fully vaccinated individuals will not be subject
to quarantine if proof of vaccination is provided.

a. Definitions:
i. Isolation: keeping someone who is infected (has symptoms or tests

positive) with SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19, away from
others

ii. Quarantine: keeping someone who might have been exposed to the
SARS-CoV-2 virus away from others

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/operation-strategy.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18c_8oUJprq3gdwg-QoDbJtlgemLpv6xae2ss0TCVYI4/edit?usp=sharing
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iii. Exposure: less than 6’ for 15 min or longer within a 24-hour period to

another person with acute symptomatic COVID-19 or asymptomatic
person who has tested positive for SARS-CoV-2

b. Procedures:
i. Should a student or staff member exhibit any sign of illness, s/he will be

assessed by the school nurse and a BinaxNOW test for SARS-CoV-2
(COVID-19) will be offered.

ii. Any person who is positive for SARS-CoV-2 (COVID-19) will be isolated (at
home) and may return to school when CDC guidelines are met.

iii. Any person who is symptomatic and SARS-CoV-2 negative will be
instructed to isolate at home until criteria for return to school are met.

iv. Any asymptomatic, unvaccinated person who is identified as being in
close contact with a person with COVID-19 in the CSD environment in
consultation with CSD Contract tracers can select one of two (2)
quarantine options:

1. Quarantine Option 1: Home quarantine for the  duration of their
quarantine period with virtual instruction for students.

2. Quarantine Option 2: Continue physically attending school during
normal school hours during their quarantine period. Students and
staff who develop symptoms or who test positive for SARS-CoV-2
must inform the CSD Contact Tracing Team immediately for
guidance and discontinuation of Option 2.

All of the following apply to both of the quarantine options.
● CSD Contact Tracers will provide guidance about the start and end

dates for students and staff at the time of notification. In most
situations:

○ Quarantine may be discontinued after day 10 without
testing OR

○ After day 7 after receiving a negative test result (test
must occur on day 5 or later)

● All people in quarantine may not participate in afterschool
activities and athletics, including after-school care, for the duration
of their quarantine period

● All people in quarantine will have the option to undergo point of
care testing for SARS-CoV-2 with the BinaxNow test at their home
school at any point during their quarantine period

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/isolation.html
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● All people in quarantine will be required to report the onset of

symptoms and/or a positive test result for SARS-CoV-2 to the CSD
Contact Tracing Team at the time of symptom onset and/or test
result, if not performed by the CSD Contact Tracing Team

● CSD Contact Tracing Team members will contact parents or staff
to assess symptom development or test results at the conclusion
of the quarantine period.

4. Viral Testing: CSD has a significant supply of donated BinaxNOW test kits from DPH.
This test is available  to any staff member or student exhibiting signs of COVID-19
symptoms. This test is also available to any individuals who were 6’ or less from a
known COVID-19 positive individual. These tests will be offered free of charge.
Individuals in quarantine can also submit negative test results from their own medical
provider or testing agency.

5. Ventilation: Over the past year CSD had made immense improvements to our ventilation
systems.  Each classroom has been provided a HEPA Filter. CSD continues to review
information from the CDC on recommendations for ventilation strategies to help
decrease the spread of COVID in our schools.

Students who are in isolation or quarantine will be able to learn remotely through several options
such as concurrent learning broadcast from their home classroom and or asynchronous
learning activities accompanied by check-ins with their regular teacher. Schools will share
specific details about learning options at the start of the school year.  Additionally, as quarantine
option 2 does pose additional exposure risk to non-exposed students in the classroom, any
student will be able to self-exclude from the classroom and receive a virtual learning option.

CSD will conduct weekly assessments of the mitigation strategies including monitoring of the
number of cases, number of contacts, and quarantine options and outcomes. Criteria to
evaluate each of the mitigation strategies, (masking, physical distancing, quarantine options,
and vaccination) and suggested changes or updates will be based on data and guidance from
local, state, and federal public health partners.

We highly encourage all eligible individuals to get vaccinated to prevent COVID-19. Vaccination
is our best mitigation to reduce the transmission of SARS-CoV-2. Vaccination, in combination
with all of our other mitigation efforts, including improved ventilation in all of our buildings,
cleaning, disinfection, hand hygiene, and contact tracing, we are STRONGER TOGETHER for the
2021-22 school year.
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Rationale

1. Masking
a. Throughout the COVID pandemic the practice of wearing masks correctly

continues to be one of the most effective ways to minimize the spread. At this
point, we do not have enough information about the number of fully vaccinated
staff and students at the high school to remove the masking mandate.  Parents
will be asked to submit information regarding vaccination status as a component
of completing back to school registration.  We will continue to gather information
regarding the number of fully vaccinated staff.  Masking will also continue in our
elementary schools, middle school, and early learning centers as the majority of
students in these buildings will be unvaccinated at the start of the school year.

2. Physical distancing
a. Physical distancing will be maintained to the greatest extent possible to reduce

the spread of SARS-CoV-2 as well as limiting the number of students who will be
considered a close contact and subject to quarantine.

3. Contact Tracing Including Isolation and Quarantine:
a. CSD will continue with our contact tracing efforts and notification to individuals

in close contact with a COVID positive individual. Through the CSD contracting
protocol we will discuss two quarantine options for parents.  CSD will also notify
all students in a classroom when a COVID positive individual was identified
including how many individuals were deemed to be in close contact and which
quarantine options these individuals will be following. As previously stated, the
spread of COVID at schools has been low and as CSD is implementing many
additional mitigation measures, we feel that providing two options for quarantine
is an appropriate way to ensure we are limiting disruptions to learning.

b. CSD realizes not allowing students in quarantine to participate in afterschool
activities will place a burden on some of our students and families.  This limits
potential exposure and increases the feasibility of additional quarantine options.

c. CSD’s Quarantine Option 2 is different from our quarantine policy last year and
from CDC’s recommendations for quarantine, which can be found here:
COVID-19: When to Quarantine | CDC. CDC guidance describes a 14 day
quarantine period, with an option to reduce the quarantine time period to 7 days
with use of testing. The decision to introduce this new quarantine option at CSD
was based upon data from CSD as well as from schools with variations of this
new monitored quarantine option. However, these data do not account for new
developments, such as increased vaccination rates and spread of new, more

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
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infectious SARS-CoV-2 variants, which could lower or raise the COVID-19 risk for
CSD students, respectively, compared to past data. Therefore,
CSD will continue to monitor data for how the two quarantine options differ, and

we can make changes as deems necessary.
4. Viral Testing

a. Viral testing helps the district to identify students and staff who have
SARS-CoV-2.  Identification of these individuals will help to limit the potential
spread of SARS-CoV-2 within our schools. Because students in quarantine option
2 will not need to undergo mandatory testing, parents would not be notified of
undiagnosed asymptomatic cases in the classroom


