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Cody	Cory		
(Head	Coach	/	QB)	

Cody and his wife, Melinda, have just welcomed 
a beautiful baby boy named Owen (7 months 
old). Cody’s hometown is Muenster, TX, and he 
is a graduate from Howard Payne University. At 
Howard Payne he played H-back for the football 
team. After college Cody began coaching and 
teaching at the following schools: Crockett High 
School, North Mesquite High School, Princeton 
High School, Highland Park High School. Cody 
moved to Georgia and came to Decatur in 2015 
as a special education/Economics teacher and the 
Defensive Coordinator for the football team. He 
is excited and thankful for the opportunity to be a 
positive change as the Head Coach of the Decatur 
High School Football Team.  
	

 
 

Kyle Hires 
(Special Teams Coor. / DL)  

Coach Kyle Hires is a graduate of Central 
Gwinnett H.S., where he played Full Back and 
Nose Tackle, for legendary GA High School 
Football coach, Tally Johnson.  After playing 
H.S. ball, Coach Hires played a year of college 
football at Valdosta State University, as a 
defensive linemen and special teams player. 
(1999). Coach Hires later transferred to Florida 
State University, where he finished with a 
Bachelor of Sciences degree, in Family and 
Consumer Sciences (2003). Coach Hires is going 
into his 10th year of coaching football (3 years 
with Pop Warner, Tallahassee, FL), his 7th year of 
coaching H.S. football, and his 2nd at Decatur 
High School. Coach Hires works with the Varsity 
defensive linemen, Special Teams, and the Junior 
Varsity team as a whole. Coach Hires has one 
son, Blake, and has been happily married to his 
wife, Dr. Kimberly Hires for almost 7 years now. 
Coach Hires is also a formally trained chef, and 
teaches Culinary Arts here at Decatur High 
School, and is often referred to as “Coach Chef.” 
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Robby Gilbert  
(Assistant Head Coach / OL) 

Coach Gilbert is in his 17th year of coaching. He has 
coached both football and baseball in those 17 
years. Coach Gilbert is a native of Tucker, GA, 
where he attended Tucker High School and played 
football and baseball. After graduating from Tucker 
HS Coach Gilbert attending Truett-McConnell 
College where he played baseball. After finishing 
his baseball career at Truett-McConnell he married 
Amy Weiss in August 1996. Coach Gilbert holds a 
B.S. in Business Administration from Truett-
McConnell College and is currently working on his 
Master in Education.  
 
Coach Gilbert has an overall football record of 179-
29 as an assistant coach with 2 State Championships 
(2008,2011), one State Runner-Up(2013), six Semi-
Final Appearances and nine Region Championships. 
Coach Gilbert has also coached many players that 
have played in college and has had over ten former 
players play in the NFL.  

 
Coach Gilbert is the Decatur Head Baseball Coach and also runs the In School 
Suspension program and helps monitor the APEX online learning program. Coach 
Gilbert and his wife have been married for almost 21 years and have a eighteen year old 
son Morgan and fifteen year old daughter Abby.  
 
 

William Felton, Jr.  
(Defensive Coor. / LB) 

Coach Felton. Has been involved in the Decatur 
community as a mentor, coach and teacher since 
2008. He grew up in South Georgia and attended 
Albany State University on a football scholarship. 
While a ASU, Coach Felton majored in Psychology. 
Coach Felton recently graduated with his masters in 
secondary education. Coach Felton also was one of 
the first coaches for the professional women’s 
football team, the Atlanta Phoenix. Coach Felton 
returns this upcoming season as the Defensive 
Coordinator and looks forward to adding to the 
success of the student-athletes here at Decatur High 
School. 
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Eric Dawson  

(Head JV Coach / RB) 
This is Coach Dawson’s 1st year serving as Head JV 
Football Coach and Running Backs coach; however, he is 
going into his 11th year of coaching, with the bulk his 
coaching career being in basketball. Coach Dawson’s 
hometown is Savannah, Georgia, and he is a graduate of 
Tuskegee University (B.S. in Biology) and Georgia 
Southern University (M.S. in Sports Management). After 
college he began his coaching career at Miller Grove High 
School as an assistant girls basketball coach. At Miller 
Grove, he assisted in their championship success with 1 
State Championship (2012), one State Runner-up (2013), 
two Final Fours, three Elite 8 appearances, one Region 
Championship and two Region Runner-ups. He has also 
coached at Grady High School, and is now serving in his 
2nd year as the Head Girls Basketball Coach at Decatur, 
where he also serves as a Health & P.E. Teacher. 
Coach Dawson, and his wife Courtney have 2 sons, Emory 
(2 years old) and Cameron (6 months old). He and his 
family are excited to be apart of the Decatur family and are 
looking forward to continuing in the Bulldogs’ tradition of 
excellence.  
 

 
 

Steve Hoover  
(Outside Linebackers)  

Coach Steve Hoover is entering his first year teaching 
and coaching at Decatur High School.  He comes to us 
from the corporate world where he is excited to 
translate his “real world” leadership and management 
skills to the classroom and the football field.  Steve 
understands the importance of education and learning.  
While working, he went back to school and was 
awarded his MBA from Clemson University.  Steve is 
teaching special education physics and is excited to get 
to know the students and understand their unique 
needs.  As a student athlete, Steve was able to develop 
the skills and work ethic required to be successful post 
athletics.  At Westlake High School (Austin,TX), he 
was the starting outside linebacker of a Texas 5A State 
Finalist football team and received All State 
Honors. At Wofford College, Steve was a 4 –year 
letterman and team captain on a conference champion 
team.  He is excited to bring this winning mentality to 
the Decatur High School Football team and players.   
Coach Hoover is happily married to his wife Ellie, a 
pediatric physical therapist at Children’s Healthcare of 
Atlanta.  They enjoy spending time exploring the great outdoors with their lovable mutt Stella.  
 


