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What Is The ESOL Program?
ESOL stands for English to Speakers of Other Languages.  EL refers to a 
student who is an English Learner.

CSD provides support for English Language acquisition and development of 
skills in listening, speaking, reading and writing through content based 
instruction.

Instruction is delivered by ESOL teachers who are experts in 2nd language 
acquisition and content knowledge.  We strive to create an environment that 
is nurturing and rigorous in order to prepare students to fully participate in 
the general education classroom.



How Do We Determine That A Student Is 
Eligible For ESOL Services?

When students enroll in CSD, parents are given a 
Home Language Survey (HLS) to determine if the 
student qualifies for screening.

If the HLS indicates the need for a language 
screening, K students will take the W-APT and 
students in 1st-12th will take an online WIDA 
SCREENER language placement test.



Eligibility Test
The parent/guardian will be notified of the 
screening test results within 10 days after 
testing. If the student qualifies for ESOL 
services, this will begin immediately. 
Parent/guardian permission is not needed 
to screen his/her child because the school 
system is required by law to identify and 
screen students who may qualify for the 
ESOL Program.



How Do students Benefit From Participating In 
The ESOL Program?

Although many students can communicate socially, they 
struggle with language used for academic purposes. It can 
take many years for students to develop this academic 
language that includes complicated text structures, formal 
grammar use, and abstract concepts. 

The ESOL program assists students to acquire both social 
and academic language in English by providing direct 
instruction on a daily basis. The program provides targeted 
support that enables English learners to master the skills 
needed for success in American schools. 



Can I Refuse ESOL Services If I Do Not Agree 
With Placement?
ESOL services may be refused by 
parents/guardians by signing a 
waiver of services for the current 
school year.  Students whose 
parent/guardian waive services will 
not receive direct instruction given in 
the ESOL program.



Parental Waiver of ESOL Services 

A student whose parent/guardian has waived daily ESOL services for 
the current year continues to qualify for services and per federal 
requirements will receive appropriate support in all classes. The ESOL 
teacher will be in consultation with the student’s teachers by closely 
monitoring the student’s academic progress, and participating in 
student support meetings.

The parent/guardian has the right to waive direct ESOL services, or to 
cancel the waiver at any time. If the waiver is cancelled, the EL student 
will be placed in ESOL classes as soon as possible.



Parental Waiver of ESOL Services - continued

When parents waive direct ESOL services, students are 
still required to participate in the state mandated yearly 
language proficiency test.  In Georgia, this test is the 
ACCESS for ELs.

We will discuss ACCESS in a later slide.



How are Services Delivered?

CSD delivery models are: 

● Push-in
● Pull-out
● Scheduled class
● Innovative delivery model
● Hybrid (push-in/pull-out)
● y model  

Hybrid of 
push-in/pull-outlivery models 
are: 

● Push-in
● Pull-out
● scheduled class
● innovative delivery model  
● Hybrid of push-in/pull-out



How Will My Student’s Progress Be 
Monitored?
Your student’s English proficiency will be measured with 
the ACCESS for ELs, the test chosen by Georgia to meet 
the federal mandates to assess language proficiency 
growth in the areas of listening, speaking, reading, and 
writing each year. 

The main purpose of the test is to help teachers, 
administrators, parents/ guardians, and students better 
understand a student’s developing English language 
proficiency. The test is used to determine when a student 
meets English language proficiency guidelines. 



About Testing
What does the ACCESS for ELs include? 

ACCESS for ELs measures the four key 
language skills of listening, reading, speaking, 
and writing. The listening and reading portions 
use multiple choice questions. Speaking is 
assessed through recorded responses to 
questions. The writing portion includes two - 
three writing tasks. 

*All students identified as ELs will participate 
in ACCESS for ELs testing, including students 
who waive direct ESOL services.



About Testing
When does my student take the ACCESS for ELs test? When will 
he/she exit the ESOL program?

 The testing window for ACCESS for ELs  opens in January with 
the results arriving in mid May. Scores will determine whether 
students meet the exit criteria set by the Georgia Department of 
Education or whether students will continue to qualify for 
services. The parent/guardian will be notified of test results and 
informed whether or not their student continues to qualify for 
services in late May or June. 



What Happens After A Student Exits The ESOL 
Program?
A student no longer qualifies for 
ESOL services if he/she scores 5.0 
or higher on the ACCESS test.  
After exiting, the student  is 
monitored for 4 school years to 
ensure a smooth transition into 
the general education classes.



Monitoring Exited Students
Each school has a designated person who is responsible for monitoring these 
students (ESOL Teacher).  During the first 2 year monitoring period, these 
students are eligible for instructional and testing accommodations if needed, 
i.e. extra time, small group.

A student who has exited the ESOL program must demonstrate the academic 
language proficiency needed to be successful in the general education classes. 
However, if the the student is struggling, then the student support team may 
recommend reentry the ESOL Program during the first 2 year monitoring 
period. By Federal law,  a student cannot re-enter the ESOL program after the 
2 year monitoring period has ended.



Monitoring Exited Students - continued
ESOL Post Exit Student Monitoring

1st Year Post-Exit - Student progress is monitored by teachers & reported to state (student may 
re-enter ESOL program if indicated)

2nd Year Post-Exit - Student progress is monitored by teachers & reported to state (student may 
re-enter ESOL program if indicated)

3rd Year Post-Exit - Student progress is reported to state (student may NOT re-enter ESOL 
program)

4th Year Post-Exit - Student progress is reported to state (student may NOT re-enter ESOL 
program)

5 or More Years Post-Exit - Student progress is no longer monitored or reported to the state



What Are Classroom And Testing Accommodations?

Accommodations are supports given to make instruction and 
assessments understandable to students. Appropriate 
accommodations for ELs are determined each year through 
ESOL and content teacher recommendations.

Teachers complete an individualized plan by holding a Testing 
Participation Committee (TPC) Meeting for classroom and 
standardized testing accommodations.  The accommodations 
are documented on the TPC and a copy of the recommended 
accommodations for standardized testing are shared with 
parents/guardians.



What are the WIDA Standards? 
The WIDA English Language Development (ELD) Standards represent the 
social, instructional, and academic language that students need to engage 
with peers, educators, and the curriculum in schools. Georgia has adopted the 
five WIDA English language development standards for classroom instruction. 
The WIDA standards cover: 

● Social and instructional language
● The language of Language Arts
● The language of Mathematics
● The language of Science
● The language of Social Studies



Will My ESOL Kid Receive The Same 
Instructions As Other Students?
Yes! All the teachers, including ESOL teachers are guided 
by the Georgia Performance Standards; so ESOL students 
learn the same content as all student. In addition, ESOL 
teachers use the WIDA standards for language 
development to enhance instruction, as well as strategies 
and techniques that help provide an easier access to the 
content and support their language development at the 
same time.



How Can I Support My Child’s Learning?

● Read 30 minutes a day
● Provide quiet spaces to study
● Establish a routine at home (set times for school 

work, and bedtime)
● Promote communication in your home language/ 

English (discuss about school, community, world 
events, friends, sports)

● Limit television/video games
● Limit internet use (unless is school work)



How Can I Support My Child’s Learning? - 
continued
● Make sure your kid attends school every day
● Make sure he/she turns homework on time
● Communicate and collaborate with administrators, 

teachers, counselors, graduation coaches, and 
principals

● Attend Open house, Curriculum Night, 
teacher/parent conferences, school events, and 
activities.

● Be aware of the expectations and consequences for 
students (See CSD Students Handbook)



Contact Information
Janet Arenas (K-2 and 6-8) - jarenas@csdecatur.net

Alyson Barrera (K-5) - abarrera@csdecatur.net

Maura Burke (9-12) - mburke@csdecatur.net

Alice Gerstel (K-2) -  agerstel@csdecatur.net

Paris Hardnett (Title Programs Parent Liaison) - phardnett@csdecatur.net

Willie Washington - ESOL Coordinator - wwashington@csdecatur.net
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